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every poisonous substance discussed. The chapters devoted to the 
vegetable alkaloids are completely rewritten and greatly elaborated by the 
introduction of the latest knowledge relating to the chemistry of these 
substances. An exceedingly valuable feature is the introduction of 
structural formulas and an indication of the relationships of allied com
pounds. In the third edition the chapters devoted to the compounds of 
carbon were, on the whole, the most unsatisfactory portions of the book, 
but the authors have succeeded in the fourth edition in well rounding out 
their work. The analytical methods are now well chosen, both on account 
of their convenience and reliability. 

Considering the number of very rare and utterly unimportant poisons 
of organic origin treated it is to be regretted that many common poisons 
have been omitted; most prominent among these may be mentioned 
formaldehyde, methyl alcohol, and acetanilide and other dangerous heart 
depressants. 

The general make-up and typography of the work is excellent, there 
being remarkably few typographical errors; the only serious one noted 
by the reviewer is the formula—NiCO4—ascribed to nickel carbonyl. 

Providing the analyst does not regard the work as authoritative on 
chemical properties and industrial processes, he will find it a safe guide 
for the detection of toxic substances and a source of valuable information 
relative to physiological effects. Blyth's poisons should be in the library 
of every analytical chemist. E. M. CHAMOT. 
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